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RADM Wayne E. Caldwell, (center), addresses the participants of the recent Aids to Navigation Conference held at the Second District. In 
attendance were the Commanding Officers and Officers-in-Charge of Aids to Navigation units throughout the District. New developments in 
navigational aids, problems and their solutions, and a general presentation of the District's other functions highlighted this second annual 
conference. 


A sure sign of Spring. .. Crew members of the river tender CIMARRON are preparing for a downbound trip of the Tennessee and Ohio Rivers. 
Buoys destroyed or lost by early spring flooding will be replaced by the CIMARRON crew. The CIMARRON is homeported at ANFAC Paris Landing, 
Tennessee. Presently, scenes such as these are common throughout the Second District. (Photo by J. F. Mogensen) 












Smoking Labeled An 
‘Addictive Disorder’ 


“Two-thirds of the people in our Nation who have ever 
smoked cigarettes are now addicted to a daily cigarette 
intake. That is a much higher intake than that which exists 
among heroin, barbiturate, or any other drug users.”’ 

So states Dr. Robert DuPont, Director of the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, who reports that recent Federal 
studies on tobacco use have turned up alarming 
indifference on the part of American smokers to the 
dangers of smoking. 

DuPont is dismayed that the same aversion which many 
people have toward drug habits does not arise over the 
harmful tobacco habit which he says is an equally 
“addictive disorder.” 

In the same vein, Joseph Califano, Secretary of the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, has 
announced a new Federal antismoking campaign. 

Califano, who kicked a three-pack-a-day smoking habit 
two years ago at the insistence of his son, flatly states that 
“smoking kills people.’ He refers to smoking, alcohol 
excess, obesity, and accidents as ‘‘the Four Horsemen of 
Death” and points to a recent study which claims that 
there are 90,000 deaths from smoking-related lung cancer 
each year. 

Califano anticipates a campaign that will focus on 
discouraging people, particularly teenagers, from 
smoking. And he plans to include antismoking restrictions 
in Federal buildings in the Government’s efforts to curtail 
tobacco use. 


THE 
DAY 
IS HERE---- 





THE TIME IS NOW---- 


WRITE OUT THAT SUGGESTION 
YOU'VE BEEN THINKING ABOUT. 











LOUISVILLE RESERVISTS 
MAN VTS ON OHIO RIVER 


Reservists from CGRU Louisville 
have just completed over 30 days of 
active duty for a total of 1600 man 
hours participating as watchstanders 
of VTS, Louisville. The VTS controls 
vessel traffic on the Ohio River in an 
18 mile section near Louisville, Ken- 
tucky insuring that no vessels are 
proceeding in opposite directions at 
the same time in the McAlpine lock 
area during hazardous current condi- 
tions. 

The severity of this past winter 
caused severe ice jams necessitating 
closing the river to traffic until the ice 
could be broken. During this period 
the number of vessels backed up 
greatly. Additionally, the ensuing 
spring thaw brought about an in- 
crease in the speed of the current in 
the river. 

LTJG Larry Dodson, CW03 B. J. 
Anderson, FICS Bill Hodapp, MKC 
Joe Zimmer and BMC Tom Van Dyke, 
of the Louisville reserve unit have 
served as watchstanders, plotting and 
directing the movement of vessels 
this past winter. Their profes- 
sionalism and dedication were inval- 
uable to the VTS function of MSO 
Louisville this past winter. 


River Currents — 1958 

Speedy Spemoni, stunt swimmer 
deluxe, requests a Coast Guard patrol 
while he swims the Monongahela 
River (lengthwise), underwater, 
handcuffed and wearing CG combat 
boots. 

Editor’s Note #1: Question... Did 
we send a patrol or a dragging team? 

Editor’s Note #2: In relation to 
last month’s “Pigeon Story”, Stan 
Thoroughman of the District Bridge 
Branch has this to say; “I relieved 
CWO Gruenwald as C.O. of the 
FOXGLOVE in 1958. According to 
reports, when Pigeon heard I was 
coming he went over the hill.” 
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An unofficial publication, RIVER CUR- 
RENTS is published under the direction of 
the Public Affairs Office. 

News, feature stories and photographs are 
solicited from all Coast Guard personnel. 
Material will be published on a space availa- 
ble, news significance basis and by-lines may 
be given, if requested. 











New GSA Credit Card 


Units within the Second Coast 
Guard District which desire a General 
Services Administration (GSA) credit 
card for use at a GSA Self-Service 
Store, should submit their requests to 
the Logistics and Property Branch 
(flp). These requests must be submit- 
ted to insure that proper accounting 
codes are applied to the credit cards. 
In addition, a list of the persons at the 
unit authorized to use the credit card 
must be provided to the Accounting 
Branch (fac) on receipt of the card. 
Units are reminded that this list 
should be turned in on October 1st of 
each year in accordance with CCGD2 
OPLAN, TAB D to Appendix 1 of 
Annex Q, paragraph 8C(1). If your 
unit holds a GSA credit card and your 
list of authorized users has not been 
submitted to date, it should be for- 
warded as soon as possible. 





UP TO YOUR NECK 
IN PAPER WORK? 














“THE NEW COAST GUARD” 
by RM1 AL CALLNER, USCG 


Semper Paratus it used to be 

Always ready to go to sea 

November, Charlie, and Victor too, 

The ocean station days are now through 


We still save lives and property at sea, 
And it’s still our number one priority. 
But times are changing and so we must, 
We have to do a lot of different stuff. 


To Law Enforcement we lend a hand, 

To catch the dope before it hits the land, 
One more thing that we now do, 

Fight Oil Pollution to keep the waters blue. 


The Coast Guard is the place to find, 
A career that keeps progress in mind. 
Semper Paratus still fills the bill, 

For LE, SAR, and OIL SPILLS. 
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20 State Elections 
Set for June 












































Eleven State-wide primary elections will be held in 
June. Servicemembers, their spouses and 
dependents may apply for absentee ballots by using 
the Federal Post Card Application for Absentee Ballot 
(FPCA) form. Unit voting counselors can provide infor- 






































L mation on registration and ballot request details. 


THINK...and then 
suggest ways 


of reducing it. 


The States in which primary elections will be held are as follows: 


JUNE 


New Jersey, June 6 
New Mexico, June 6 
Ohio, June 6 

South Carolina, June 6 


Caiifornia, June 6 
lowa, June 6 | 
Mississippi, June 6 
Montana, June 6 


South Dakota, June 6 
Maine, June 13 
Virginia, June 13 

















RADM Wayne E. Caldwell is presented a trophy won during a preseason 
tournament by members of the District Office Softball Team. Standing from 
left to right are; Chauncey Johnson, YN2 Bill Rhoades, LTJG Jerry Hanson, 
YN1 Dale Broskey, RADM Caldwell, LTJG Tom Conlan, LT Jim Robinson, 
YN1 John Sweetland, and PA2 Jim Mogensen. Some team members were 
not present for the presentation. (Photo shot by SN Dona Frank) 















































MK1 Herbert J. Mercer receives a commendatory letter from LCDR 
George Newton, Commanding Officer of CGRU Leavenworth. MK1 Mercer 
was cited by the Commander of the RELIANCE for his devotion to duty. 
While on active duty for training, MK1 Mercer worked long hours aboard 
the RELIANCE assisting in the repair of the ship's generator which had 
suffered a casualty. 
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LTJG Steven P. Monjonnier is shown taking the Oath of Acceptance to 
commissioned officer in the regular Coast Guard. LTJG Monjonnier was 
sworn in by CDR T. Wood, Commanding Officer of MSO Huntington, WV. 
LTJG Monjonnier is currently assigned as Supervisor of MSD Marietta, 
Ohio. 


LTJG Gabriel O. Kinney, District Public Affairs Officer, is shown taking 
the Oath of Acceptance of appointment to Commissioned officer into the 
regular Coast Guard from CAPT William L. Webster, District Chief of Staff. 
Mr. Kinney will be departing the Second District late this summer for Coast 
Guard Base Galveston, Texas. 


LCDR Robert C. North, X.0. of MSO Paducah, Kentucky presents a 
Certificate of Appointment to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy to Bruce 
Friend of Paducah. Mr. Richard Friend, Bruce’s Father, was also at the 
ceremony. 


CORORERROUROU ODS UB. CUEELELINII 


DC2 Michael S. Bishop is being sworn in by CDR T. WOOD for 
reinlistment into Coast Guard. DC2 Bishop has been stationed at MSO 
Huntington, W.V. since August 1975. DC2 Bishop will be transferred to CG 
Support Center Kodiak, Alaska later this spring. 


®U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1978--765120/4 




















































































